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We are always here to answer your questions!   

Please call us at (519)882-2350 from  Monday—Friday, reach 

out to us on Facebook or Twitter or send  an  e-mail to  

 petrolia@petrolia.ca! 

Do you want the  monthly Petrolia Connection delivered to 

your e-mail inbox? Send an e-mail to  twagner@petrolia.ca! 

BY-LAW CONTACTS 

Water related Emergency, call 1-888-522-0117, Public Works 

Emergency (non water),  call 519-882-2351 

General By-Law Enforcement, call 519-845-5420,                      

Parking  Enforcement, call 519-845-5420, Animal Control, call 

or  text –519-312-1322, or reach us through our online portal 

https://petrolia.civicweb.net/Portal/CitizenEngagement.aspx 

https://petrolia.civicweb.net/Portal/CitizenEngagement.aspx
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RECURRING EVENTS 

Every Monday and Thursday– Royal Canadian Legion Zumba with 
Lisa– 7-8 p.m. 

Every Tuesday—Petrolia & Area Kiwanis Meat Raffles at Black 
Gold Brewery  

Every Tuesday—Toastmasters, 7-8 p.m. at  St. Andrew’s Church, 
416 Queen Street 

Every Tuesday– Royal Canadian Legion Yoga with Adina– 7-8p.m. 

Third Wednesday– Royal Canadian Legion– Jamboree’s 12-4p.m. 
Lunch Available $10 

Every Wednesday– Royal Canadian Legion Euchre 7p.m. 

Every Wednesday– Royal Canadian Legion Cornhole 7 p.m. 

Every Thursday– Petrolia Lions Meat Raffle at Bull Wheel 6-8pm 

Every Thursday– Royal Canadian Legion afternoon Pepper 1-4 
p.m. and Darts 7-10p.m. 

Every Friday– Royal Canadian Legion Karaoke– 8pm 

Second & Fourth Friday—Petrolia Community Refrigerator—
Salvation Army  complimentary hot meals served 

Every Saturday – Royal Canadian Legion Lunches – 12-2p.m. with 
the meat draw starting at 2p.m.  

Fourth Saturday– Royal Canadian Legion Progressive Euchre  
Tournament– Lunch at noon and Euchre  from 1-5p.m. 

First Saturday– Royal Canadian Legion– Kids Karaoke from 5-
8p.m.  

Third Sunday– Royal Canadian Legion & LA Breakfast –11:30a.m. 
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Do you know what is acceptable to recycle in Petrolia?  

Have you ever   wondered if something you are recycling 

is supposed to be recycled or thrown away?  

Check out www.circularmaterials.ca/resident-provinces/

ontario and find out all about it! PS—You can even    

recycle this newsletter when you’re finished reading and  

sharing it! 
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T-shirts are now available! 

Order by going to our website https://

town.petrolia.on.ca/news or come into Town Hall 

for assistance.  Cost is $20.00 per shirt! 
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IODE MEETINGS: Second Monday of the month,     except 

July and August. Please contact Dawn McNally   at              

519-882-4919 for more information! Visit us at 

www.iodemargaretstokespetrolia.ca or find us on 

Facebook! 

March 2026 
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CAO’s Corner 
 

  

 

 

 

2026 Municipal Budget – Water System 

 

Hello everyone!  I hope you are finding my CAO’s Corner articles interesting and informative.  I 

know that municipal government plays many important aspects in our daily lives and that municipal 

affairs can sometimes seem complicated and foreign which can lead to misunderstandings.  The 

purpose of my articles is to help demystify the municipal level of government.   

My next three articles will highlight Council’s 2026 Budget which was adopted at the end of          

November 2025.  This was our Town’s first Budget using the new provincially legislated “Strong 

Mayor Powers”.   Our municipality has three separate budget entities: Water System (includes    

capital and operating budgets which are funded by water rates); Sewer System (includes capital and 

operating budgets which are funded by sewer rates); and Town General (all the other services    

provided by our Town which is funded mostly by property taxes).   

Today, I am writing about our safe drinking Water system which is critical to our health and safety.  
You are likely most interested in the changes to our water rates over the past few years.  The  
graphic below depicts the inflation (Consumer Price Index – CPI for Ontario – All Items) from 2018 
to 2024.  The cumulative inflation over the past six years was 23.2%.  The cumulative increases to 
our Water rates over these six years was 16.8%.  Therefore, our water rates are 6.4% lower than 
inflation.  It is important to know that over the past ten years Councils have also completed           
significant capital replacements/modernizations to our Water system’s critical infrastructure:       
Mandaumin Reservoir and Booster Station; Water Treatment Plant Clearwell and Low Lift Pumps; 
the water portion of several major road reconstructions; Water Treatment Plant Intake and High Lift 
Pumps ($16.2M project – completion date fall 2026 – second largest capital project in our history); 
upsizing of our watermain on Petrolia Line and Oil Heritage Road (last Phase will be completed in 
2026); and others.  Our Town has been very successful with federal and provincial grant               
applications.  For example, we received almost $12M in grant funding towards our $16.2M Water 
Treatment Plant Intake; and about 95% of our $3M Watermain Upsizing project will be funded by 
grants.   
Petrolia supplies safe drinking water to Enniskillen, Oil Springs and Dawn-Euphemia.  We have an 
excellent working relationship with our neighbours.  The Ontario Clean Water Agency (OCWA)      
operates our Water system with Town staff.  OCWA is very professional and are experts in this     
important and complicated industry.   
Over the past 12 years, Councils have focused on revitalizing our Water system infrastructure as 
most of this critical infrastructure was beyond its useful life and needed to be replaced and/or    
modernized.  Councils focused on improving our Asset Management planning which has been a key 
provincial priority over the past decade.  Petrolia is seen as leader in Asset Management Planning.  
This strategic focus by Councils has resulted in the major pieces of our water infrastructure being 
replaced.  We now have a modern and resilient water system. 
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Council also foresaw the need for extra water production capacity to accommodate future residential 
growth.  Our Town could double in size and still have extra capacity for some commercial and industry 
growth.  
 
Our water rate increase for 2026 was 4%.  As mentioned, our two major 2026 Water capital projects 
are replacement of our Intake ($10.3M) and Phase II of our waterman upsizing ($1.9M).    
 
As mentioned before, I welcome any feedback on my articles including suggestions for topics.  Have a 

great day! 

Link to 2026 Budget on Town website: https://town.petrolia.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Adopted-Budget

-2026-final.pdf 

  

PS: don’t miss the placement of our new Water Treatment Plant Intake pipe as it is dropped into Lake 
Huron this summer/fall.  This will be a once in lifetime experience!   
 
  

https://town.petrolia.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Adopted-Budget-2026-final.pdf
https://town.petrolia.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Adopted-Budget-2026-final.pdf

